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Abstract

During June 2013 Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust and Northlight Heritage undertoskdbnd field seaso
of the Glenshee Archaeology Project which continued researching the prehistoric and early me
archaeology of Glenshee for the benefit of both residents and visitors to the area.

The 2013 season focused on the excavation of teadhes bothbeing2 @S NJ L2 G Sy G A I €
type buildings at Lair, onleaving beerinitially examined in 2012. The buildings consisted of two seaikt
to north-west orientated rectangular structures that were defined by turf banks previddsiytified by the
RCAHMS. They lay end to end and were next to a prehistoric ring cairn. Further potential archaeolog
on the surface to the soutirast of the 'Pitcarmick’ buildings was also trial trenched, primarily to ascertz
they were achaeological in origin.

One of the main excavation trenches encompassed the radhtern half of the smaller southastern most
turf longhouse while the other was located over a section of defining turf bank on the-sastern side of
the north-westernmost turf longhouse. Underneath the collapsed turf walls of the smaller structure a
concentration of stone was revealed possibly relating to a stone foundation. At the base of both tren
series of postholes and pits were uncovered which maynfpart of a timber structure relating to the tut
longhouses or form part of earlier prehistoric activity visible in the form of the nearby ring cairn and
houses. A series of iron artefacts were recovered from both trenches.

The smaller trenchesover features to the soutkeast of the turf longhousesevealed a series of likel
clearance cairns, a stone defined circular structure and a possible routeway.

1. Introduction

11

This report outlines the results tfie second yeaof a three yeararchaological survey and excavatipnoject

at Lair, Glenshee, as part of a wider and developing Glenshee Archaeology Project (GAP). Both the
archaeological work dtair andthe wider GAP programme seek to address a research agenda relating to upland
archaeop 38 2F (GKS I NBI o a2NB &aLISOATAOItfdelRDa { REAKE 8&A
found there and how they relate to sites from other periods which are often located nearby.

1.2

The Lairproject was designed to answer questions abdhe nature and date otwo such Pitcarmickype

structures along with other potential archaeological features in the surrounding landscageding the

character, age and extent of any buried archaeological deposits within, beneath and around whatihleoris

the surface. It was hoped that the results of the excavaflioR (G KS Wt A G OF NYAO1 Q & NHzO G dzN
potential archaeological features in the surrounding landscapeg with analysis of the wider geophysical and
topographical surwes, would highlight areas to target in order to explore broader patterns of change in the

upland archaeology of Glenshee.

1.3

The project was carried out through a community archaeology approach. This provided learning opportunities

for participants thraugh involvement in fieldworkdeskbased research and through the dissemination of the

results. Active participation in the excavation involved both members of the local community and volunteers

from further afield. In additionbespoke activities wererpvided for Kirkmichael Rmary OK 2 2 f @ Ly W2 L
excavation policy encouraged visits by the public with site tours being provided on demand.

14
The project was envisaged and instigated by Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust and delivered in partribrship wi
Northlight Heritage.



Project background

15

This project aims to add some much needed depth to the available information on the Pitcgéypediuildings

of north-east Perthshire. While many of these elongated turf and timber houses of the latenfitshnium

have been identified in this upland area, initially by the Royal Commission of Ancient & Historical Monuments
{O02Gf YR RdzZNAY3I adaNBSea Ay (GKS t1F3S mpynQa ow/!la{ wm
understood. In additin to this very few have been excavated to date, the notable exception being thiygée

itself at Pitcarmick(Barrett & Downes 1993 & 199€arver et al2013). These turf and timber structures are

particularly important given, with the exception of Vi settlement in the Outer Isles, early medieval buildings

are rarely found elsewhere in Scotland.

1.6

Like Pitcarmick itself, the site at Lair (FigByeomprises a relatively dispersed settlement of Itiogises on the
site of an earlierprobable lateBronze Age or Iron Agsettlementof round houses A Lairthese are located
around a ringcairn oflikely earlyBronze Age date Theresults of thepilot season in 201,2wvhich focused on
one of the long houses, suggested earlgdieval activity had amrred at the site (Strachan & Sneddon 2012).
The second season, reported heedgmed tobuild on these results by investigating the long house adjacent to
that excavated in 2012 while continuing work on the 2012 long house.

1.7

The project was primarilfunded by Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust with suppothefCairngorms National

Park the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Gannochy Trust, the Hunter Archaeological and Historical Trust, Friends of
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust and Avi@utreach workvith Kirkmichael Primary School wearriedas part

of the project. In addition many parts of the local community contributed significantly to the success of the
project. These included landowner David HoustBogcamp Glensheeylount Blair Community Goncil, The
Glenshee Potteryhe Clan MacThomas SocigBlairgowrie Area Roads Office aRdrth and Kinross Council.

2. Location, Geology and Topography

2.1

The site of Lair is located in Glenshee, Perth and Kinross (NGR: NO 1394 63g8jtaaitd o heather and
grass coveretkerraces of a south facing slogEigure 13). The elevated positiomt a height of between.860

m and 380 mAOD affords good viewsvith the Shee Water mning c. 600 m to the east.The site lies within
the eastern limit & Forest of Clunie SSSI gost within the southernboundary of Cairngorms National Park.

2.2

The underlying bedroclat Lairconsists of Mount Blair Psammitnd Semipelite Formation (Metamorphic)
while the superficial deposits consist giécio-fluvial gravels, sands and silts (British Geological Survey 1:50000
digital data).

3. Archaeological and Historic&ontext

3.1

Lair and the wider landscape of Glenshee as a wihale an excellent range of well preserved upland
archaeological sites examples ofiieh can be found more widely across much of negttst Perthshire (Smith
1895; RCAHMS 1990).
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3.2

FHgure 1: Site Location

The site at Lair comprises a complex of upstanding archaeological remains (Fid\ppedix 1- Table 7).
Theseinclude a serie®f prehistoric sites comprising @ng-cairn (HER no: MPK445%e Table 7 for NMRS
b 2)Qa kerbcairn HER noMPK4452) hut-circles (HER no: MPK4458PK4469& MPK446) and a burnt

mound HER noMPK4470).

3.3

A series oPitcarmicktype structureslikely dating to the first millennium AD, have also been natethe area
(Figure 2) These are all located at Lair and include the main structures noted on FigdEER3NOMPK4456 &
MPK4384) along with another two positioned to the newtlest HER noMPK4460) and southast HER no:

MPK4442) of this.



3.4

The landscape also holds remains from later farming peridgire 2which primarily comprise of a series of
FarmsteadsHER noMPK4435, MPK4445, MPK4440, MPK4454, MPK9114 & MPK4459) and individiras
along with related enclosures of varying s{(HER no: MPK4451, MPK44MBK4450, MPK4444, MPK4399 &
MPK4443). Twareascontaining shieling huts have be@neviouslyrecorded (HER no: MPK4392 & MPK4400)

alongwith a mill (HER no: MPK4410).

3.5

Other cultural records in the area relate to the Caulfields Military Road which runs up Glenshee (HER no:
MPK5959) and a series of memorial stones (HER no: MPK15070, MPK16161 & MPK4489).
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3.6

These remains clearly date to a number of different periadd exhibit the diverse range of archaeological sites

present in this upland landscape.

3.7

The pilot season in 2012 (Strachan & Sneddon 26&2)sed on tle excavation of three trenche®lating to

oneofthell2 Sy GaAl t YSRASQI €

s Ht _aiir.(TRE biiling Qs mbst nadhwesterly df R A y 3

two similar southeast to northwest orientated rectangular structures defined by turf bamksich lay end to
end and were nextd, and alignedwith, a prehistoric ring cairn (Figure 3).
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3.8

The excavation trenches were located at either end of the buildifige north western most trench revealed

the remains of collapsed turf banks that would have fothiee rounded end of the buildingThis end of the
building, constructed on a slight slope, contained no sign of stone footings for the turf wall although the
frequent stone mixed in with the slumped turf material may indicate a former footing that han be
incorporated into the bank material as it decomposed and worked its way down sl@pe. south eastern
trench revealed similar collapsed turf walls with no evidence for stone footings, although areas of well
preserved turf banking were notedA probabé entrance was located along with a pit inside the south eastern
end of the structure.A roughly east to west running linear depression containing evidehtesitu burning at

its base was located running beneath the east of the structure and appearécirhediately prelate the
construction of the turf walls of the main structure.

3.9
Significant finds from the 2012 season included a flint arrowhead and a series of iron artefacts, including two

knives and two buckles. Initial radiocarbon dates obtaifreth the excavation indicated the building was in
use between the seventh and ninth centuries AD.

4. Summary Objectives

Thegeneral aims 0R013season were

1  Toimprove our understanding of the Pitcarmigke structures at Lair

1  To provide opportuities for the partigpation and learning amongst the community and;

I  To contribute to a wider awareness and understanding of the value of the archaeology and heritage of
Glenshee.

The specific glectives ofthis season othe project were:
1  To create aletailed survey plan of the archaeological remains at Lair;

1 To assess the archaeological potential of possible remains visible on the surface located to theasbuth
of the main site at Lair;

1  To clarify the sequence and manner of constructiothefPitcarmicktype building,

1  To recover palaeenvironmental and artefactual evidence that could be used to date the construction and
use of thestructures and to clarify how the spaces relating to the structsif@aternal and external) may
have functioned,;

1  Toengage local schools and members of the Glenshee and wider community in the process of discovery
and communicate the results of the work to them.



5. Methodology
Survey

5.1

A topographic survey of archaeological sitésible on the ground surfaceat Lairwas undertaken (Figure3).

This expanded the initial survey undertaken in 2012 by surveying the area to the-easitf that covered in
the previous year A sub-cm Differential Global Positioning System with GIRS& Network (Leica GS0&s

employedwith the results beingrocessed with CAD and ArcGIS.

Excavation

52

The excavatiowomprised ofnine trenches(Trenchesd-12). Trench 9 was opened over the norhestern half

of the turf longhouse located adjacent to the ring cairn (Figure 3)ewfrénch 10 was opened over part of the
north-eastern turf bank defining the norttvestern most long house, previously investigated in 2012 (Figure 3).
The remainder of the trenches formed two groups and were opened to investigate the nature of othatipbte
archaeological features visible on the ground surface geophysical surveyr{dertaken by Peter Morr)sin

the areato the southeast of the long houses, round houses and cairn. Trenchies84were opened over
potential archaeological features ggent withinand on the edge of a distinct natural basivhich resulted in a
relatively sheltered level areavhile Trenches 11 and 12 were opened over two distinct humps located on the
south-eastern facing slope between the long houses and Trenches8 4Figure 3).

53

All archaeologicalfeatures encountered within the excavation trenchesere photographed, sampled and
recorded in accordance with guidelines for best archaeological practice as set out by the Institute for
Archaeologists (IFA)The writen record of all archaeological features, deposits and finds was by means of
conventional pro forma sheets Scaled handdrawn plans were made at 1:20 and sections at 1:High
resolution digital images were taken and all features were planned &site grid which wagstablished witha
subcm Differential Global Positioning Systé€eee 5.1). Hevated aerial photographs were taken of the site
during excavatiorirom akite andSmall UnmannedAircraft (SUA- seesection 5.4)

Aerial Photography

54

Low level air photographs were captured by Eddie MaRhotographyof both the excavation and nearby sites,
using a Small Unmanned Aircraft (SUA) carrying an OlympusPlen Eith visual feedback from the camera to
allow accurate photography.A series ofoverlapping vertical images from slightly different positions were
captured and processed in AgiSoft Photoscan Professional to remove optical distortions and produce a rectified
3D point cloud and textured mesh, from which a fully rectified 2D orthoplads generated.The key rectified
images, withassociatedViPKNo.and NGR, ardetailed in Table 7, Appendix 1.

6. Results

6.1

Nine trenches were excavated ovéne course of the 2013 field seas@see section 5.2) Trenches 4 t®, 11
and 12were openel to evaluatea series of potential archaeological features to the seedist of the turf
longhouseswhile Trenches 9 and 10 were opened to further investigate the turfghmuses initially

9



investigated in 2012. Trenches 11 and W@re primarily opened taallow local school parties to become
involved in the excavation at Land to confirmif the features were archaeological in origin or not

6.2

A total of10 small finds were recovereduring the excavation whicimcludediron objects (7 see appendi®),
slag (1), wood (1) and stone (1) although the latter is likely to be natural in ordgifurther 6 general finds
(some representing multiple objects) were recovered from specific contexts. These indbuded bone
fragments(2), stone (3) and iror(1). A total of 37 bulk environmental samples wemdsotaken from specific
contexts. 264igital photographs were taken during the course of the fieldwaldng with a series of aerial
images taken by Eddie Martin Photographummary concordance Bsare provided in Appendixwhile full
details of individual contexts are contained in the site archivethe following paragraphs numbers in brackets
indicate uniquecontextnumbers issued in the field

Trench4

6.3

Trench4 measured 4 m by 5 m angas orientated northwest to southeast(Figure 3) It was opened over a
circular feature defined by faint grass and heather covered banks. In addition the trench was positioned to
partially include a distinct mound which was also preseithin Trench Fsee sectior6.7-6.10).

6.4

In the northrwestern half of the trench and beneath 0.1 m to 0.2 m of topsoil lay a clear circular stone structure
(Plate 1). It was defined by a series ab-sngular and susounded cobbles and small boulddi@43)survivirg

to one course in height andp to two in width. Occasional small boulders and cobbles lay on the inside edge.
The structure was not fully excavated but it appeared to be agpipnately 6 m in diameter.

Plate 1: Trench 4 showing partially reveal@dwdar stone structure and cairn

10



