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SCOTTISH BUILDING STONE 
CHARACTERISATION OF BUILDING STONE 

ÅThis is a function of its formation, with the defined properties 

influencing its behaviour and performance within a building. 

 

ÅStrong, silica-rich sandstones are usually suitable for ashlar work. 

ÅFine grained sandstone best suited for fine detailing work. 

ÅStrong, low porosity, highly compacted stone best suited for paving 

stones and for dealing with high amounts of moisture. 

 

ÅScaling-type decay more common in bedded/layered stone. 

ÅCalcareous sandstone/limestone will commonly show black crust 

and alveolar-type decay. 

 

 



WHY MATCH STONE? 

ÅTo give replacement stone the very best chance of success, that 

will not be detrimental to the remaining historic fabric of the 

building. 

 

ÅLike-for-like stone replacement is almost entirely not possible, 

owing to the closure of historic quarries. 

 

ÅRelatively poor national resources for natural stone products 

(currently) ï importation of stone from England and abroad. 
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