PERTH & KINROSS HERITAGE T Glenshee Archaeology Projec
and NORTHLIGHT HERITA
NORTHLIGHT HERITREPORT19 2014 Excavation
PROJECT 115161
DATA STRUCTUREPOR' Lair, Glenshee, Perth & Kinro

Perth and Kinross NORTHL'GHT
HERITAGE HERITAGE




Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust
The Lodge | 4 York Place | Perth | PH2 8EP
web: www.pkht.org.uk] tel: 01738 477080
emait david.strachan@pkht.org.uk

Northlight Heritage
Studio 406 | South Block | 64 Osborne Street | Glasgow | G1 5QH
web: www.northlight-heritage.co.ul tel: 0845 901 1142
emait northlight@yorkat.co.ukdsneddon@yorkat.co.uk

Glenshee Archaeology Project 201
Lair GlensheePerth & Kinross
NGRNN48627 43132

Data Structure Report

Cover PlateAerial view of theing cairn and Trench 18 over the turf longhousedge by Eddie Martin
Photography).

Report byDavid Stracha& David Sneddan

Illustrations by Charlotte Francoz (Figusé-3) & David SneddofFHgures4-9).
Directos: David Strachan & David Sneddon
Project ManagementDavid Strachan
Surveyor Charlote Francoz
ExcavatiorSupervisorsSteven BlaciNLH) andSarah MalonéP&KHT.

Excavation Teandordan BarbouiSara Carrutherdli ConstablelLauren DavidsgrAnthea DeangDeryck
Deane lan GerongpKerry GrayBarbara HogarthDiana MacIntyreJuliete Mitchell, Isobel MorrisonCallum
Murray, Katherine PricgSteve Ponsonh¥lspeth Reidlohn RobbSandy RodgeMark SeaborngTony
SimpsonTom SneddopAlasdair StuartKerry Williams

APProved BY: ....ccueeiiii

Date: oo,

This Report has been prepared solely for the person/party which commissioned it and for the specifically titled projet pariahereof

referred to in the ReportThe Report should not be reliepon or used for any other project by the commissioning person/party without

first obtaining independent verification as to its suitability for such other project, and obtaining the prior written @ppfoYork

Archaeological Trust for Excavation ar@ &S+ NOK [ AYAGSR 6d, ! ¢&€0 O6GNIRAY3 a b2NIKEAIKGIE |
for the consequences of this Report being relied upon or used for any purpose other than the purpose for which it wallyspecifi
commissionedNobody isntitled to rely upon this Report other than the person/party which commission¥@Tt.accepts no responsibility

or liability for any use of or reliance upon this Report by anybody other than the commissioning person/party.

NORTHLIGHT
HERITAGE

Perth and Kinross

\| HERITAGE
ls_|TRUST



http://www.pkht.org.uk/
mailto:david.strachan@pkht.org.uk
http://www.northlight-heritage.co.uk/
mailto:northlight@yorkat.co.uk
mailto:dsneddon@yorkat.co.uk

CONTENTS

Abstract 4
1 Introduction 4
2 Location, Geology and Topography 5
3 Archaeological and Historical Context 5
4 Summary Objectives 9
5 Methodology 9
6 Results 10
7 Discussion and Summary 25
8 Future Work 28
9 Sources 28
10 Appendices 29
Appendix 1: Tdbs/Concordances 29
Appendix 2:DES 48
FIGURES
1 Site location
2 Location of Archaeological sites at Lair & the surrounding landscape
3 Trench location and topographic/site survey 12
4 Westfacing section of Trench 13 13
5 Souh-west facingsection of Trench 14 14
6 Eas facing section of Trench 15 15
7 Mid-excavation plan of Trench 18 19
8 Southwest facing section of Trench 18, Slot D 21
9 North-west facing section through hearth 148 21
PLATES
1 Trench 13 over wall of longhouse 11
2 Trench 13, stone wall of structure 13
3 North-east facing section of Trench 16 at newtlestern end of trench 16
4 North-east facing section of Trencir 1 17
5 Trench B with kerb cairn in foregroun@image by Eddie Martin Photography) 18
6 Mid-excavation aerial view of Trench (iBiage by Eddie Martin Photography) 20
7 Stone concentrations 150 on top of hearth deposit 128 from the sougbt 22
8 Cairnfrom the southwest 23
9 Aerial view of Trenches@AE. North is the bottom leftimage by Eddie Martin 24
Photography)
10 Glass beads recovered during processing of soil samplegitdith019 (2012) 25
TABLES
1 Context Information 29
2 SmallFinds 36
3 General Finds 36
4 Samples 36
5 Drawings 36
6 Photographs 37
7 NMRS/MPK HER sites previously recorded at Lair a7

3



Abstract

During June 204 Perth & Kinross Heritage Trushd Northlight Heritage undertook third field season of
the Glenshee Archaeology Project which continued researching the prehistoric and early me
archaeology of Glenshee for the benefit of both residents and visitors to the area.

The 203 season dcused on the excavation ane trenchover the southeastern most of twopotential

YSRASOI ¢ Wt A G Ol shavLaiwhich wered disGexamidetl inRA1g@AN 2013 The buildings
consisted of two soutleast to northwest orientated rectangular staiures that were defined by turf bank
previously identified by the RCAHMS. They lay end to end and were next to a prehiatpdairn. Two

further rectangular structures, their associated enclosures along with two further areas hc
archaeologicapotential, all located to the souteast of the main trenchyere also trial trenched

The main excavation trenglover the southeastern longhouse adjacent to thing cairn, revealed a wide
oval central hearth along with a well preserved section of wéll at the far soutkeastern end where large
boulders, rolled from the&kerb of theadjacentring cairn had afforded some protection to the turf wall laye
from later cultivation.

The smaller trenches, over features to the soetist of the turf longhoses, revealedwo structures
containing nore stone in their constructiomompared to the turf longhouses to the north, particularly t
eastern most where a well preserved low stone wall was uncoveEtth and stone enclosure banks a
drip gullies werealso associated with these structuresne sherd of green glazed pottery was recover
from one of the drip gullies The remaining two trenches identified a clearance cairn and another pos
structure.

1. Introduction

1.1

This report outlines theesults ofthe third yearof a three yeararchaeological survey and excavatiomject at

Lair, Glenshee, as part of a wider and developing Glenshee Archaeology Project (GAP). &ctiadwogical

work atLair andthe wider GAP programme seek to addses research agenda relating to upland archaeology

2T GKS I NBI @ az2NB ALISOAFAOKf f & -li&KWSRQ NBF y HSAHJzAI R4 (1 KSdza
how they relate to sites from other periods which are often located nearby.

1.2

The Lairproject was designed to answer questions about the nature and datéwof such Pitcarmickype

structures along with other potential archaeological features in the surrounding landsoageding the

character, age and extent of any buried archaeologieplogdits within, beneath and around what was visible on

the surface. It was hoped that the results of the excavafioh G KS Wt A G OF NYA O]l Q & NHzO G dzN
potential archaeological features in the surrounding landscalpag with analysisfdhe wider geophysical and
topographical surveys, would highlight areas to target in order to explore broader patterns of change in the

upland archaeology of Glenshee.

1.3

The project was carried out through a community archaeology approach. Thiseuntdemning opportunities

for participants through involvement in fieldwgrkleskbased research and through the dissemination of the

results. Active participation in the excavation involved both members of the local community and volunteers

from further afield. In additionbespoke activities were provided fpupils fromBlairgowrie High SchaolAn

W2 LISy Q SEOFGFGA2y LltAOe SyO2dz2N} ISR @gArAaArita o0& (GKS Lz

14
The project was envisaged and instigated by Pertth ldimross Heritage Trust and delivered in partnership with

Northlight Heritage.
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Project background

15

This project aims to add some much needed depth to the available information on the Pitcgéypediuildings

of north-east Perthshire. While many dfigse elongated turf and timber houses of the late first millennium

have been identified in this upland area, initially by the Royal Commission of Ancient & Historical Monuments
{O02Gf YR RdzZNAY3I adzNPSea Ay (GKS f luiioB anshdajing @&till poarly ! 1 a{ m
understood. In addition to this very few have been excavated to date, the notable exception being Hypsite

itself at Pitcarmick(Barrett & Downes 1993 & 199€arver et al2013). These turf and timber structures are

particularly important given, with the exception of Viking settlement in the Outer Isles, early medieval buildings

are rarely found elsewhere in Scotland.

1.6

Like Pitcarmick itself, the site at Lair (Figure 3) comprises a relatively dispersed setttérhoernt houses on the

site of an earlierprobable late Bronze Age or Iron Agettlement ofround houses At Lair these are located
around a ringcairn oflikely earlyBronze Age date. Thesults of thepilot season in 2012Strachan & Sneddon
2012) which focused on one of thlong houses, and the second season in 2013 (Strachan & Sneddon 2013),
which focussed on the longhouse adjacent to that excavated in 2012 while continuing work on the 2012
longhouse suggested early pdieval activity had occurceat the site. Théhird season, reported hereggimed

to build on these results bgontinuing the excavation of the second longhouse whilst also trial trenching two
other longhouse type structures

1.7

The project was primarily funded by Perth and Kisrbteritage Trust with support of the Cairngorms National
Park, the Heritage Itiery Fund, the Gannochy Trust artie Hunter Archaeological and Historical Trust.
Outreach work with Blairgowrie High School was carried as part of the prdjecddition may parts of the

local community contributed significantly to the success of the project. These included landowner David
Houston, Ecacamp GlensheeMount Blair Community Council, The Glenshee Potttrg, Clan MacThomas
SocietyBlairgowrie Area Roads @# andPerth and Kinross Council.

2. Location, Geology and Topography

2.1

The site of Lair is located in Glenshee, Perth and Kinross (NGR: NO 1394 6378) and is situated on heather and
grass covered terraces of a south facing slope (Figi®e T'he eleated position, at a height of between c. 360

m and 380 m AOD, affords good views with the Shee Water running c. 600 m to the east. The site lies within
the eastern limit of Forest of Clunie SSSI and just within the soutimrindary of Cairngorms NatiohBark.

2.2

The underlying bedroclat Lairconsists of Mount Blair Psammitnd Semipelite Formation (Metamorphic)
while the superficial deposits consist of glafliovial gravels, sands and silts (British Geological Survey 1:50000
digital data).

3. Archaeological and Historical Context

3.1

Lair and the wider landscape of Glenshee has an excellent range of well preserved upland archaeological sites
examplesof which can be found more widely across much of needist Perthshire (Smith 1895; RCAHMS
1990).
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FHgure 1: Site Location

3.2

The site at Lair comprises a complex of upstanding archaeological remains (Fid\ppedix 1- Table 7).
These include a series of prehistoric sites comprising acairg (HER no: MPK445%e Table 7 for NMRS

b 2)Qakerb-cairn (HER no: MPK4452), hitcles (HER no: MPK4455, MPK4469 & MPK4461) and a burnt
mound (HER nd1PK4470).

3.3
A series of Pitcarmietype structures, likely dating to the first millennium AD, have also been riot#te area
(Figure 2) These e all located at Lair and include the main structures noted on Figure 3 (HER no: MPK4456 &

MPK4384) along with another two positioned to the nowtlest (HER no: MPK4460) and seetst (HER no:
MPK4442) of this.



3.4

The landscape also holds remains fratef farming periodgFigure 2which primarily comprise of a series of
Farmsteads (HER no: MPK4435, MPK4445, MPK4440, MPK4454, MPK9114 & MPK4459) and individual buildings
along with related enclosures of varying s{HER no: MPK4451, MPK444B8K4450, MP&444, MPK4399 &

MPK4443). Twareascontaining shieling huts have be@neviouslyrecorded (HER no: MPK4392 & MPK4400)
alongwith a mill (HER no: MPK4410).

3.5

Other cultural records in the area relate to the Caulfields Military Road which runs up €de(@dER no:
MPK5959) and a series of memorial stones (HER no: MPK15070, MPK16161 & MPK4489).
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Figure 21 ocation ofarchaeological sites at Laindthe surrounding landscap@&KHTHERextract)

3.6

These remains clearly date to a number of differpatiodsand exhibit the diverse range of archaeological sites
present in this upland landscape.



3.7
Previousseasos, in 2012& 2013(Strachan & Sneddon 20%22013, focused orthe partialexcavation otwo

potential YSRA S@I f Wt A G Ol Nav Kad | The buddisifveredbaeh EoRtheAs to northwest
orientated rectangular structures defined by turf banksTheylay end to end and were nexbtand aligned
with, a prehistoric ring cairn (Figure 3\ summary of the results from the previoescavations is given below.

2012

3.8

The 2012 season focused on the partial excavationth® most northwesterly potential early medieal

Wt A GO NIWA O QThdiexdaibtiordtozichieR weyfedlabated at either end of the building. The north
westernmost trench revealed the remains of collapsed turf banks that would have formed the rounded end of
the building. This end of the building, constructed on a slight slope, contained no sign of stone footings for the
turf wall although the frequent stone méd in with the slumped turf material may indicate a former footing
that has been incorporated into the bank material as it decomposed and worked its way down slope. The south
eastern trench revealed similar collapsed turf walls with no evidence for dtwtangs, although areas of well
preserved turf banking were noted. A probable entrance was located along with a pit inside the south eastern
end of the structure. A roughly east to west running linear depression containing evidemesitofourning a

its base was located running beneath the east of the structure and appeared to immediately predate the
construction of the turf walls of the main structure.

3.9

Significant finds from the 2012 season included a flint arrowhead and a series of ircactstéficluding two
knives and two buckles. Initial radiocarbon dates obtained from the excavation indicated the building was in
use between the seventh and ninth centuries AD.

2013

3.10

The 2013 season focused on the excavation of two trenabies ove each of the twgpotential early medieval

Wt A GO NI A O{scated ddiScend tdzthdingdaigh And one of which wasinitially examined in 2012.

The main excavation trencencompassed the nortlwestern half of the smaller soutbastern most tuf
longhouse while the other was located over a section of defining turf bank on the seadtern side of the
north-western most turf longhouse. Underneath the collapsed turf walls of the smaller structure a huge
concentration of stone was revealed podgilbelating to a stone foundation. At the base of both trenches a
series of postholes and pits were uncovered which may form part of a timber structure relating to the turf
longhouses or form part of earlier prehistoric activity visible in the form ofrtearby ring cairn and round
houses.

3.11

A series of iron artefactsincluding two more kniveswere recovered from both trenches and further
radiocarbon datesobtained from the excavati®over both buildings, again suggested that the buildings were
in use between the seventh and ninth centuries AD.

3.12

A series of smaller trenches were also excavated during ,20M& features to the soutieast of the turf
longhouses Theseaevealed a series of likely clearance cairns, a stone defined circulatusgwnd a possible
routeway.



4. Summary Objectives
Thegeneral aims 02014 season were
1 To improve our understanding of the Pitcarmigbe structures at Lair
1 To provide opportunities for the partigation and learning amongst the community and;

1 To contribute to a wider awareness and understanding of the value of the archaeology and heritage of
Glenshee.

The specific objectives of this season of the project were:

i To create a detailed survey plan of the archaeological remains at Lair, expanditite omork
previously undertaken in 2012 and 2013;

I To assess and clarify the nature and sequence of the construction of the Pitcarmick buildings, and
establish any relationship between the buildings;

I To assess the archaeological potential of poesibmans visible on the surface located to the south
and southeast of the main site at Lair;

1 To identify if any evidence exidts reconstruction or maintenance of the longhousdeng with the
process of abandonment (such as deliberate destruction or ddwayugh neglect);

1 To recover palaeenvironmental and artefactual evidence that could be used to date the construction
and use of the monument and to clarify hohet spaces relating to the struge (internal and
external) may have functioned;

1 To take seples for geechemical and pedological analysis to aid interpretation of the use of the
interior of the structure and, in combination with palaemvironmental evidence, bettarnderstand
its landscape and environmental context;

1 To engage local schoolscamembers of the Glenshee and wider community in the process of
discovery and communicate the results of the work to them.

5. Methodology

Survey

5.1

A topographic survey of archaeological sitésible on the ground surfaceat Lairwas undertaken(Figue 3).
This expanded the surveyindertaken in 2012and 2013 by surveying the area to the soutfastand eastof
that coveredpreviously A sub-cm Differential Global Positioning System with GIRF& Network (Leica GS08)
wasemployedwith the results beig processed with CAD and ArcGIS.



Excavation

52

Eight trenches were excavated over the course of the 2014 field season (Figure 3). Trenches 13to 17, 19 and 20
were opened to evaluate a series of potential archaeological featis#isle on the surfeeto the southeast of

the turf longhouses that included: two other rectangular shaped structures (Trenches 13 & 15), their possible
associated enclosures (Trenches 14, 16 & 17), a possible cairn (Trench 19, which was also opened to allow local
school paties to become involved in the excavation at Lair) and another, although on the surface less well
defined, feature (Trench 20-B). Trench 18 was openealer the southeastern half of the soutleastern most
longhouseto further investigatethe structurepartially excavated in 2013.

53

All archaeologicalfeatures encountered within the excavation trenchesere photographed, sampled and
recorded in accordance with guidelines for best archaeological practice as set out by the Institute for
Archaeologists BA) The written record of all archaeological features, deposits and finds was by means of
conventional pro forma sheets Scaled handdrawn plans were made at 1:20 and sections at 1:High
resolution digital images were taken and all features werepéal froma site grid which wasgstablished with a
subcm Differential Global Positioning System (see 5Hlevated aerial photographs were taken of the site
during excavation from kite andSmall UnmannedAircraft (SUA- see section 5.4)

Aerial Photagraphy

5.4

Low level air photographs were captured by Eddie Maptitographyof both the excavation and nearby sites,
using a Small Unmanned Aircraft (SUA) carrying an OlympusPed \Eith visual feedback from the camera to
allow accurate photography A series of overlapping vertical images from slightly different positions were
captured and processed in AgiSoft Photoscan Professional to remove optical distortions and produce a rectified
3D point cloud and textured mesh, from which a fully rectif¥® orthophoto was generated.

6. Results

6.1

A total of4 small finds were recovereduring the excavation whicimcludedslag (1), stone2) and pottery (1)

see Appendix .1 A total of 9 bulk environmental samples wer@sotaken from specific contexts 223 digital
photographs were taken during the course of the fieldwat@ng with a series of aerial images taken by Eddie
Martin Photography Summary concordance lists are provided in Appendihile full details of individual
contexts are containednithe site archive.In the following paragraphs numbers in brackets indicate unique
contextnumbers issued in the field

Trench B

6.2

Trench 13 measured 4 m by 2 m and was orientated north to souitte trench was placed over the southern
wall of a dstinct east to west orientated longhouse (Figure 3 & Plate 1). The longhouse, measuring
approximately 17 m by 6 m, was defined by heather and turf covered banks with the fainter remains of a
second longhouse existing off its eastern end. The trench wased to investigate the construction of the

wall and the nature of the building.

10



Plate 1: Trench 13 over wall of longhouse

6.3

Beneath a thin layer of topsoil and heather (001) lay a very distinct double skinned stone wall with an earth and
stone cae (104). The outer and inner skin of the wall comprised two courses edrsgilar and swnounded
cobbles and boulders (Plate 2) with a core of grey/brown silty sand containing occasiomaladed cobbles.

The wall existed to 0.7B in width and 0.8 m in depth. tlappeared to taper slightly to the east within the
trench although this may have been due to partial collapse at the western end.

6.4

Below the topsoil, in the interior of the building and abutting the wall (104), a deposit was uncothreatd
consisted of up to 0.25 m of brown/grey silty sand containing occasionalcsuttled and sutangular pebble
inclusions (105). A moderate amount of larger sabnded and sutangular cobbles were also present within
the deposit that likely represenizart of the collapsed structure (Figure 4).

6.5

Beneath the main double skinned wall (104) lay what appeared to be a bank of material similar to the earth
core of the wall abovég125)i.e. a gey/brown silty sand containing occasional swunded and sukangular
pebbles and small cobbles (Figure 4). It is possible that this bank represents a foundation of earth on top of
which the stone wall was constructed, however, it could similarly represent the remains of an earlier structure
on top of which the lowstone wall was placed.

6.6

Outside the wall and abutting it was a deposit comprisingey/grown sandy silt with occasional subunded

pebble inclusiong103)which containedclear turf lines consisting of darker grey ¢$iigure 4) A moderate to
frequent amount of larger subounded and sufangular cobbles were also presemhich formed part of the
deposit. The sandy silt, the remains of the turf and the stone all most likely represent the remains of collapse
from the building suggesting that the ppr walls were of turf and stone construction that subsequently
collapsed to the southern, exterior, side of the building. A possible roof weight (Small Find 23) was recovered
from this collapse deposit.
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